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Key Vocabulary 
 

• Expressionism – Art where the details are changed to show the 

artist’s inner feelings or ideas. 

• Sketching – Pressing lightly with the pencil to make small marks. 

• Tone – The lightness or darkness of a colour. 

• Pencil Grade – How light or dark the tone of the pencil is  

(H pencils are lighter and B pencils are darker). 

• Shading – Using darker pencils or pressing harder with the pencil 

to create shadows. 

• Proportion – Keeping everything in the picture the correct size. 
 

Sticky Knowledge 
 

• Vincent Van Gogh was an expressionist artist from the Netherlands. 

• Expressionism is art where details have been changed to show the 

artist’s inner feelings and ideas. 

• He used bold brush strokes which show emotion or movement. 

• B pencils create darker tones and H pencils create lighter tones. 

• Pressing harder with the pencil creates darker tones and pressing 

lightly creates lighter tones. 
 

Characteristics needed for this 

topic: 

• Perseverance 

• Resilience 

• Concentration 

• Curiosity 

Aspirations 

• Artist 

• Architect 

• Illustrator 

• Graphic Designer 

Links to Previous Learning 
 
 

• Draw with increasingly complexity and detail (FS) 

• Investigate creating different tones by pressing harder and 

lighter with a pencil (Y1) 

• Know about the pencils HB, 4B and 8B to explore tones (Y1) 

• Draw light and dark lines of different thickness (Y1) 

• Explore the use of line to create different shapes (Y1) 
 


